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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-02 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 USIA-12 

RSR-01 /091 W 

101519 

R 151638 Z JUN 73 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9348 
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
USMISSION BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 

CONFIDENTIAL ROME 5484 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS PFOR VT PL 

SUBJECT: OLSZOWSKI' S DESIRE TO VISIT VATICAN 
REF: WARSAW 2702 

1. DURING JUNE 15 DISCUSSION WITH VATICAN FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR EASTERN EUROPE, ILLING HAD OPPORTUNITY 
TO INQUIRE ABOUT POSTPONEMENT OLSZOWSKI' S VISIT TO ROME. SOURCE 
SAID THAT VATICAN IS CONVINCED THAT OLSZOWSKI WANTS TO VISIT 
ROME ONLY AT SUCH TIME AS HE CAN OPPORTUNELY CALL ON POPE 
PAUL. DUE TO PRESENT HEIGHTENED CHURCH- STATE FRICTION IN POLAND, 
OLSZOWSKI DOES NOT WISH TO SEE POPE AT THIS TIME, WHICH WOULD 
TEND TO WEAKEN GOP HAND VIS- A- VIS POLISH EPISCOPATE. SOURCE 
SAID THAT VATICAN' S CONSIDERED VIEW IS THAT OLSZOWSKI' S VISIT 
POLTPONED SOLELY FOR THIS REASON. VATICAN WAS ENTIRELY WILLING 
TO RECEIVE OLSZOWSKI IN JUNE, A POSITION OF WHICH GOP WELL AWARE. 
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2. SOURCE SAID THAT ANY INTIMATION THAT MEMBERS OF POLISH 
HIERARCHY HAD ATTEMPTED TO DISSUADE POPE FROM RECEIVING 
OLSZOWSKI AT THIS TIME IS ABSURD. 

3. VATICAN BELIEVES SOVIET UNION IS ORCHESTRATING LATEST 
HEIGHTENED ANTI- RELIGIOUS CAMPAIGN THROUGHOUT BLOC. EVEN 
ITALIAN LEFTIST PRESS HAS TAKEN UP THE CUDGEL, THEY REPORT. 
VOLPE 
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